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PREFACE 


This summary is designed as a ready reference for the 
identities of the leaders of the Communist Party, USA, on a 
national and district basis. It is also designed to furnish 
briefly the high lights of the activities of the Party in the 
more important fields of endeavor. 


The last six months of 1956 have represented a rather 


critical period for 


oh 
1 


Communist Party. On top of the public 


release of Khrushchev's scathing denunciation of Stalin 


• • 


iJohn Gates, editor-in-chief 


publicly announced that 


J 

oh® 


_ r» 

Ox 


the "Daily 


Worker, M 


1 


1 

i 


Communist Party, USA, should be dissolved 



and reconstituted in. the form of a political action association. 

***** ' % • ■ •* • «• 41 % ^ ^ ^ ^ 


the*'Party released 


its dra 


• - •• 


X O 


resolution i 


i 


K 


rz 


\ In September, 19. 
rhich will be presented to 



th 


forthcoming national convention, scheduled to be held in New 

- 12, 1957. This draft resolution has enumerated 


from 


the masses and 


York City, February 9 - 

past Party errors which have caused isolation 
has set forth a proposed platform and program which the Party should 
follow in the future. 


In December, 1956, the Party released a draft constitution 
which will also be presented for adoption at the forthcoming national 
convention. This draft constitution further attempts to portray 
the Party as a peaceful organization dedicated to the transition 
to socialism through constitutional means. It also attempts to 
afford more democracy to the rank-and-file members of the Party, 
which has been the source of much criticism from Party members ' 
throughout the year. 

It Is anticipated that the national convention in February, 
1957* will be one of the most important the Party has ever held 
and will result in the election of new leaders and formulation of 
a definite Party program for the period ahead. 
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District No. 21 (Missouri) 

District No. 22 (v/est Virginia, exclusive of the 
four "Panhandle” counties) 

District No. 23 (Texas, exclusive of El Paso area) 
District No. 2b (Louisiana) 

District No. 25 (Florida) 

District No. 26 (Virginia) 

District No. 27 (Alabama, Mississippi, Tennessee) 
District No. 28 (Oklahoma, Arkansas") 

District No. 29 (North Carolina - South Carolina) 
District No. 30 (Montana. Idaho) 

District No. 31 (Georgia) 

District No. 32 (Nebraska, Iowa and Kansas) 
District No. 35 (Utah) 

Territory of Alaska 
Territory of Hawaii 
Commonwealth of Puerto Rico 


€ 



- Districts No. 16 , 17, 20, 33 ana 3^- have 

been previously reorganized and combined 
with other districts. 


Note 










Organizational Apparatus 

The Communist Party, USA, from its very inception in 1919* 
has had the fixed goal of establishing a Soviet America. The leaders 
of the Party realize very keenly their responsibility to the inter- 
national communist movement. They are fully aware that since the 
United States is the strongest remaining bulwark of the free world, 
the communist goal of world conquest will be long delayed unless 
they are able to achieve a successful communist revolution in the 
United States. 

' The organizational apparatus of the Communist Party is based 
on the theory of democratic centralism. Under this theory, all 
decisions of higher bodies are absolutely binding on lower bodies. 
Through this strict disciplinary practice, the Party is able to wield 
an influence far beyond its numerical strength. 

The significant developments in the organizational structure 
of the Party during the last six months of 1956, are set forth herein¬ 
after. 

National Headquarters 

The Party has continued to maintain its national office at 
101 West l6th Street, New York City, where it occupies the entire 
seventh floor of the Jefferson School of Social Science Building. 

Since this building is in the process of being sold, however. Party 
leaders are endeavoring to locate new office space in New York City. 

At the same time, however, serious consideration is being given to 
the possibility of moving the Party's headquarters to Chicago. The 
principal reason for this proposed move is to reduce the influence 
of the New York State Communist Party, which, according to some of 
the Party's national leaders, is predominantly middle class rather 
than working class in its outlook. On the other hand, Chicago is 
looked upon as an area having a greater labor concentration and as 
the center of the working class. Other Party leaders feel that by 
moving the national office to Chicago, the Party in the Midwest would 
be strengthened, and further, it would be possible to better develop 
the Party in the South. 

National Convention 


The highest authority in the Communist Party, according to 
its constitution, is the national convention which should be held 
every two years. The national conventions are authorized to make 
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National Committee(13 members 


Between national conventions, the national committee is the 

highest authority of the Party. It represents the Party as a whole 

and has the sole and complete authority to make all decisions and take 

all actions necessary and incidental to the welfare of the entire Party, 

and to act upon all problems and developments occurring between 
national conventions. 

The thirteen members of the national committee were re-elected 
at the Fifteenth National Convention held December 28 to 31 , 1950. 
However, the national committee has not been able to function as a 
body since 1951; inasmuch as a majority of these thirteen leaders 
entered prison in July, 1951; following their convictions for conspiring 
to violate zhe Smith Act of 1940, and remained in prison until March 1,° 

1955. The status of these individuals is as follows: * 

♦ 

9 

William Z. Foster - national chairman (indicted for viola¬ 
tion of the Smith -Act of 1940, but not'tried due to illness - 
he celebrated his 75th birthday on February 25 , 1956). 

Eugene Dennis - general secretary (in prison from July, 

1951; to March 1, 1955, for violation of the Smith Act 

of 1940; in conditional release status from March 1, 1955 , 

to December 26 , 1955j returned to active Party work ea-ly 
in January, 1956 ). 

Gus Hall - former national secretary (in prison since 

October, 1951. 'He is serving an eight-year prison 

sentence, having been sentenced to five years for violation 

of the Smith Act of 1940, and to three years for contempt 
of court). ~ 















Benjamin J. Davis, Jr. - active in Negro and other 
phases of Party operations (in prison from July, 1951* 

to April 15, 1955, tor violation of the Smith Act of 
1940; in conditional release status from April 15 , 1955, 
to February 24, 1955. Davis has been active in important 
Party operations since February 24, 1956). 

John Gates - editor-in-chief of the "Daily worker," 
east coast communist newspaper (in prison from July, 

1951, to March 1, 1955, for violation of the Smith Act 

of 1940; in conditional release status from March 1, 

- 1955, to December 26 , 1955» Gates returned to his top 

leadership position early in January, 1956). 

Gil Green - former chairman. District No. 8 (Illinois). 
(Green was in a fugitive status from July 2, 1951, 

until February 27, 1956. Ke is currently serving an 
eight-year sentence, having been sentenced to five years 
for violation of the Smith Act of 1940, and to three years 
for contempt of court). 

Irving Potash - (alien) - former manager of the Furriers 
Joint Council, International Fur and Leather Workers 
Union (Potash accepted voluntary deportation to Poland on 
March 4, 1955, after completion of a five-year prison 
sentence. On January 4, 1957, Potash was arrested in 
New York City by Bureau Agents and on January 18, 1957, 
upon a plea of guilty, he was sentenced to a two-year 
prison sentence and a fine of $1,000 for illegally enterin 
the U. S. He is presently In prison serving this sentence 

Jack Stachel - (alien) - no open Party position due to 

ill health and alien status (in prison from July, 1951, 
to March 1 , 1955, for violation of the Smith Act of 1940; 
in conditional release starus from March 1, 1955, to 
December 26 , 1955. Ke is awaiting possible deportation. 

He has been active In top leadership meetings of the 
Communist Party, USA). 

Robert Thompson - former chairman. District No. 2 
(New York). (Thompson was in fugitive status from 
July 2, 1951, to August, 1953^ in prison since August, 
1953. Thompson is currently serving a seven-year prison 
sentence, having been sentenced to three years for 
violation of the Smith Act of 1940, and to four years for 
contempt of court). 







Henry Winston - former national organizational secretary 
(in a fugitive status from July 2, 1951* to March 5* 1956. 
Winston is currently serving an eight-year prison sentence, 
having been sentenced to five years for violation of the 
Smith Act of 1940, and to three years for contempt of court) 

John Williamson - (alien) former national labor secretary 
(Williamson accepted voluntary deportation to Scotland 
on May 4, 1955* after completion of a five-year prison 
sentence for violation of the Smith Act of 1940). 

- Carl Winter - chairman. District No. 7 (Michigan). 

(W T inter was in prison from July, 1951* to March 1, 

1955* for violation of the Smith Act of 1940; in 
conditional release status from March 1, 1955* to 
December 26, 1955* He returned to his important 
leadership position in Michigan early in January, 1956). 

Elizabeth Gurley Flynn - former chairman of the National 
Women*s Commission (entered prison on January 11, 1955* 
to start serving a three-year prison sentence). 

Of the afore-mentioned thirteen members of the national 
committee of the Communist Party, USA, only Foster, Dennis, Davis, 
Gates, Stachel and Winter are currently, engaged in Communist Party 
leadership activities. All of the thirteen members of the national 
committee, with the exception of Foster, have been convicted under 
the Smith Act of 1940, and have either completed prison sentences 
or are currently serving prison sentences. Foster has been examined 
on several occasions since 1949 by court-appointed physicians who 
have found that he is too ill to stand a-long trial. 

Alternate Members of the National Committee (9 members) 


At the Fifteenth National Convention of the Communist Party, 
held December 28 to 31* 1950, alternate members of the national 
committee, consisting of nine individuals, were elected. The 
status of these individuals is as follows s 

4k 

Archie Brown - member of California State Committee 

(in an underground status from 1951 to October, 1955 - 
Brown in October, 1955* returned to active Party 
operations in California). 


















Fred Fine - national executive secretary (in a fugitive 

status from June 20, 1951, to November 30, 1955* On 
September 17, 1956, he received a prison sentence of four 
years for violation of the Smith Act of 1940. He is 
presently free on bond pending appeal of his case). 

James Jackson - active in Party work in the South 
(in a fugitive status from June 20, 1951, to December 2, 
1955o On September 17, 1956, he received a prison 
sentence of two years for violation of the Smith Act 
of 19-40. He is presently on bond pending appeal of his 
case). 


Claudia Jones - (alien) - former secretary of the 
National Women’s Commission (Jones accepted voluntary 
deportation to England on December 9, 1955, after 
completion of her prison sentence of one year and 
one day for violation of the Smith Acu). 


Claude Lightfoot - executive secretary. District No. 8 
(Illinois). (Lightfoot operated in an underground 

status from 1951 until June 26 , 1954, when he was 


arrested in Chicago on a warrant which charged him 

^ ^ • *5 r\ ? i.. a ^ j- _ jr> i a It a tt o _ j • _ n 


with violation of the Smith Act of 1940 


His trial 


began In Chicago on January 10, 



he was convicted 


on January 
pending 




of his case) 


He is presently free on bond 


Pettis Perry - former secretary of the National Negro 
Commission (convicted on January 21, 1953,for violation of 
the Smith Act of 1940; began serving a three-year prison 
sentence on January 11, 1955). 


William Schneiderman - chairman. Communist Party of 
California (convicted on August 5, 1952, for violation 
of the Smith Act of 1940; presently free on bond awaiting 
appeal of his case). 

Sidney Stein - former assistant national labor secretary 
(in fugitive status from June 20, 1951, to August 27, 

1953j on April 26 , 1954, Stein was found guilty of 
harboring Robert Thompson and/or being accessory after 
the fact. He was sentenced to three years 1 imprisonment. 
On July 31, 1956, Stein was convicted for violation of 
the Smith Act of 1940, and was sentenced on September 17, 
1956 , to three years' imprisonment). 
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Martha Stone - chairman of the Communist Party of 
New Jersey (arrested on November I, 195^-j in New York 
City. She was convicted on March 29, 1956, of violation 
of the Smith Act of 19*40, and was sentenced to four 
years’ imprisonment on April 20, 1956. She is presently 
at liberty on bond awaiting appeal of her case). 

Other Important National Leaders 


In addition to the above-mentioned Party functionaries, 
the following individuals have all been active in a leadership 
capacity in various phases of the Party’s activities; 

9 

Phil Bart - assists Party leaders on various 

administrative matters. 

Albert Biumberg - national legislative director. 

Israel Kwatt 'George Watt) - active in trade-union 

matters. 

Simon W. Gerson - editorial staff of the "Daily Worker." 
Gustave (Hal) Simon - active in trade-union matters. 

Ned Sparks - works from behind the scenes on "Political 

Affairs," monthly publication of the 
Communist Party, USA. 

Max Weiss - national education director and also 

active in various administrative matters. 
Isadora Wofsy - active in financial matters. 

District Organization 


The programs and policies of the Communist Party are carried 
on throughout the United States by district organizations. Each 
district organization has its own functionaries who direct the 
Party’s activities in that particular area. If a district covers 
more than one stare, there are state functionaries responsible for 
the communist activities within each state. 

The organizational structure is further divided into 
county, city, section and club organizations. Every member of the 
Communist Party not operating as a member at large, is required to 
be a member and to be active in the club, which is the basic 
organization of the Party. Party clubs are of two types, the 
industrial club, composed of members' employed in a particular industry, 
or the community club, composed of individuals in the professional 
field, office workers, housewives, etc. 
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Party, USA, as an organization which has been devoted for many years 
to a peaceful and constitutional transition to socialism. Section 4, 
entitled n Our Party," enumerates various vital contributions which 
the Party has made in the past ten-year period. It recognizes, 
however, that the Party suffered many organizational losses due to 
the Smith Act and other prosecutions during this same period. In 
analyzing its mistakes in the past ten years which have isolated 

the Party from the masses, the resolution states that these mistakes 
were left-sectarian in nature and included overexaggeration of the war 
danger, overestimation of the "fascist menace" in the United States, 
support of the Progressive Party and other left-led organizations 
and errors'made in Party policies in the labor and Negro fields. 

• • 

- This section further asserts that the Communist Party, USA, 
is an independent party of American workers dedicated to the achieve¬ 
ment of socialism by peaceful and constitutional means and is not 
subject to any external allegiance or discipline. It admits that the 
Party had held certain wrong concepts of its relations to Marxist 
parties in other countries and had accepted the views of those 
parties uncritically, as a result of which the Communist Party, USA, 
was unprepared for and shocked at the denunciation cf Stalin by Khrushchev 
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Draft Constitution 

On December 9* 1936 . the Party publicly released a craft 
constitution which will be submitted to the national convention. 

A review of this constitution reflects that it contains various 
changes which are designed to portray the Party as an organization 
dedicated to the peaceful achievement of socialism in this country. 

In its preamble, the draft constitution states, "The Communist Party 
holds that there are various roads to socialism. We advocate a 
peaceful, democratic road to socialism through the political and 
economic struggles of the American people within the developing 
constitutional process." 

* 

In calling for an intensified fight against monopoly, the 
constitution stated it was the "duty" of Party members to join labor 
unions anc also to wage an all-out battle against racial ana religious 
discrimination. 

It is also noted that this draft constitution reiterated 
a clause which is contained in the current constitution ana which 
declares that "Any member shall be expelled from the Party who is 
found to be a strike-breaker, provocateur, engaged in espionage, or 
who advocates force and violence or terrorism, or who adheres to or 
participates in the activities of any group or party which conspires 
or acts to subvert, undermine, weaken or overthrow any or all 
institutions of American democracy through which the majority of 
the American people can maintain their right to determine their 
destinies." 



Smith Act Prosecutions 

As of December 31* 1936, 143 Communist Party leaders had been 
indicted under the Smith Act of 1§40. 108 of these individuals have 
been convicted and sentenced to a total of 435 years and one day 
in prison and fined £435,500. It is noted that in connection with 
five of these individuals whose prison sentences total tv/enty-five 
years, the Supreme Court has remanded these cases for nev; trials. 








« 


There are yet to be held two conspiracy trials of indicted subjects, 
one at San Juan and the other at Boston. Also, three trials of 
indicted subjects remain to be held at Chicago, Inaiarapolis and 
Butte under the membership provision of the Smith Act of 1940. 

Internal Security Act of 1950 (Registration Provisions) 

On May 31* 1955* the United States Supreme Court agreed to 
review the decision of the United States Court of Appeals for the 
District of Columbia which had upheld the April 20, 1953* order 
of the Subversive Activities Control Board. This order would require 
the Communist Party to register as a communist action organization 
and list its officers and all members. 

On April 30, 1956, the Supreme Court reversed and remanded 
this case to the Subversive Activities Control Board for further 
proceedings. On May 18, 1956* the Party filed three motions before 
this Board in connection with alleged perjurious testimony of Govern¬ 
ment witnesses. The Board denied these motions and on August 17* 1956, 
the Party appealed this ruling to the United States Court of Appeals 
for the District of Columbia, Washington, D.C. 

The appeal was heard on October 4, 1956, and the District 
Court of Appeals issued a ruling on November 5* 1956, denying this 
appeal. 

On December 18, 1956, the Subversive Activities Control Board 
again ruled that the Communist Party, USA, should register as a 
communist action organization under the provisions of the Internal 
Security Act of 1950. In arriving at this decision, the Board 
eliminated from the record the testimony of Government witnesses 
Paul Crouch, Harvey Matusow and Manning Johnson. 

The Subversive Activities Control Board sent its new order 
to the District Court of Appeals with a request that it be approved. 

No prosecutive action can be taken under this Act until it is upheld 
by final judicial review. 

International Relations 

1. Moscow Support of William Z. Foster 

On September 24, 1956, an article entitled "Poster is 
Praised in Pravda Review" appeared in the city edition of "The New 
York Times," (page 20, columns 5 and 6) which stated that "Pravda," 
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the Communist Party organ in Moscow, reviewed a book by Poster which 
had been published there last year. In the review, "Pravda" praised 
Foster as a "noted theoretician and Marxist historian" and indicated 
continued Soviet suooort for him. Browder was labeled an ooportunist 
by "Pravda." 


The article also stated that "Pravda" described Foster 
as a fighter for peace, democracy, and socialism, one who is 
devoted to the struggle for purity and rnity of the Communist Party, 
USA, against opportunists and diversionists, and as a seventy-five- 
year-old revolutionary who has educated communists in the spirit 
of firm loyalty to the teachings of Marxism-Leninism. 



John Williamson Alleged to be Contact between Communist Party 
USA, and Moscow ' “ 



The "New York Herald Tribune" of October 23, 1956 , 
disclosed that John Williamson, who was deported from the 
United States to Great Britain in ” 
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In this letter, Williamson set forth certain points 
of instruction to the Communist Party. USA, including the 
following: 


1; The United States communist leadership is to 

immediately stop all anti-Soviet - slanders„ 

2, Under no circumstances must there be any suggestion 

or movement to oust William Z. Foster, who is to 
remain as chairman of the Communist Party, USA C 

3, Marxism-Leninism is basic * 

4, Peaceful transition is only voting socialism when 

there must be a revolutionary transition from 
capitalistic society, 

5, Under all circumstances, Eugene Dennis must remain 

as secretary, 

6 , The contents of this communication are to be 

published in the United States, 

The Communist Party, USA, immediately upon the publica¬ 
tion of the afore-mentioned article, issued a re 1 ease to the 
effect that John Williamson, as a member of the national committee 
of the Communist Party, USA, is merely expressing his opinions 
concerning the discussions going on at the present time in the 
Communist Party, USA, which he has every right to do. The 
Communist Party, USA, emphatically denied that it is receiving 
any directives or orders from abroad or anywhere giving orders to 
the Communist Party, USA. 



News dispatches appearing in the press revealed that on 
October 19 s 1956, following demonstrations in-Poland, Wladyslaw 
Gomulka, who had been previously ousted from the Communist Party in 
Poland and imprisoned, was restored to the position of First Secretary 
of the Polish Communist Party. Shortly thereafter, he was able to 
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was approved by the majority of the national committee including 
John Gates, itv^s not a unanimous vote and such Party leaders as 
William Z. Foster and Eugene Dennis were opposed to the critical 
stand taken against Russia in this statement. 


According to letters appearing in the "Daily Worker, 11 it 
v;as quite obvious that the rank-and-file membership of the Party in 
general followed one of two courses. Those supporting the viewpoints 
of Foster and Dennis contended that the revolt in Hungary not only 
endangered the structure of socialism but also endangered world peace, 
thereby creating the necessity for the use of Russian troops to protect 
and guarantee peace throughout the world. 


On the other hand, those who supported the viewpoints of 
John Gates blamed bureaucratic methods, as well as lack of self- 
criticism and lack of criticism of Russian policy, for the development 
of those conditions in Hungary which caused the people to revolt. 

They condemned Russia for the use of troops and stated that socialism 
cannot be imposed upon any country by force. 

On December 2, 1956, "The Worker," in an editorial entitled, 
"America and Hungary," stated that great injustices and monumental 
blunders by the Hungarian communist leadership and the Soviet Union 
were responsible for the Hungarian tragedy. The editorial reiterated, 
however, that more information was needed'before final judgment on 
this matter would be possible. In addition, it criticized certain 
elements in the United States for seizing this situation to continue 
the "cold war" and concluded by calling for withdrawal of all troops 
from foreign soil. 
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Communist Party Position on Events in Suez 


News 

October 29, 1956, 
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On November 6, 1956, the "Daily Worker" (page 4, column 
l) under the caption "CP Statement Kits Mid-East Aggressions" 
stated that the national committee on November 5* 1956, had issued 
a statement adopted by a majority vote v/hich branded the British, 
French, and Israeli action against Egypt as aggression and the most 
serious threat to peace since the Korean War. The statement urged 
an immediate cease-fire in Egypt and close cooperation between the 
United States and the USSR to implement the resolutions of the 
United Nations General Assembly, The statement claimed the attack 
was imperialist in nature and aimed at the independence of all 
Kiddle-Eastern nations. It criticized Israel for having a part In 
this attack and asserted that such action could only bring disaster 
to that nation. 



The above policy of the Party resulted in discontent among 
the Party’s Negro leaders and members, most of whom were in sympathy 
with the Arab nations. Edward Strong, one of the Party’s Negro leaders, 
publicly criticized the Party’s stand on the Suez matter and claimed 
that the Party’s position has minimized the responsibility of Israel 
for the current crisis and has indicated a chauvinist attitude toward 
the Arab nations. 

6. Criticism Between Publications of Communist Party, USA, and 

Moscow 


The "Daily Worker" of October 22, 1956, in an editorial 
entitled "Historic Days" (page 1, column 2) commented on the 
developments which had occurred in Poland and concluded with the 
following paragraph: 

"We believe that ’Pravaa’ had a right to discuss what it 
didn’t approve of in Poland, just as the Polish press has 
the right to disagree with ’Pravaa. 1 We are dubious, however 
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Membership 

The calling of the Sixteenth National Convention of the 
Communist Party, USA, to be held February 9 to 12, 1957* in 
New York City, has stirred Communist Party leaders throughout 
the country to take affirmative steps to send the maximum number 
of delegates to which their particular areas are entitled. In 
accord with the constitution of the Party the national committee has 
ruled that delegates shall be elected on the basis of membership, to 
be determined by average dues payments through the first ten months of 
1956. Special provisions will be made to allot added delegates on 
the basis ‘of further dues payments for this ten months* period which 
are received prior to February 1, 1957. Only members who have been 
in continuous good standing for at least two years are eligible for 
election as delegates to the national convention. 

m 

One Communist Party district chairman. In order to obtain 
the maximum number of delegates for his district, had issued to 
certain Party members dues-membership kits with lists of names and 
addresses of persons who were to be contacted before January 1, 1957* 
for their 1956 dues. These kits included receipt books, score cards, 
envelopes, notebooks, dues schedules and detailed instructions relative 
to Communist Party dues collections. 

* 

While this was in the nature of a registration of its 
membership, the Party actually took no registration for the year 

1956, Its last registration drive was for the year . 1955 and It 

was decided that there would be no renewal of this registration during 
1956* but that a later registration of all Communist Party members 
would possibly take place in October, 1957. At the same time that the 
membership of the Party was being polled for tabulation of the 
delegates which each district was entitled to send to the national 
convention, an assessment was levied on each Party member in the 
amount of $2 for employed members and 50 cents for unemployed members 
and housewives. This collection was made to help defray the expenses 
of the national convention. 

* 

The Party continues to seek out those former members who 

left for various reasons or who had been'expelled or quit for policy 
reasons or personal difficulties in order to ask them to return. 

To date, this campaign has not met with any notable success. One 
prominent Communist Party leader commented In this regard that many 
former members had now acquired families, new jobs and a new way of 
life, thereby making the return hard to accomplish. 
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Security Measures 

With the return of the last of its top leaders 
from the undergrounds the Communist Party felt it was no 
longer necessary to continue the complex protective 
screen that had been created to secure their hide-outs. 
Now, they felt, was the time for the Party to identify 
itself publicly in mass movements and to abandon the 
isolationism that had caused the loss of thousands of 
members in the past six years 0 They reasoned that to 
meet this demand would require the gradual abandonment 
and finally complete liquidation of unnecessary : and 
extreme security measures. The membership, however, 
fully aware of the Federal Government*s many successful 
prosecutions against the leaders of the Party, is. not 
wholly amenable to this idea, and as a result there has 
been little or no relaxation of security measures. 

Indicative of the Party*s continuation of 
its clandestine operations and efforts to conceal 
its activities are the following precautions disseminated 
by various state Communist Party leaders to members 
within their division: 

1. Party business must not be discussed on 

the telephone. In an emergency, pay telephones 
should be used. 

2o C-ive no information to the FBI or other 

investigators• 

3o Keep no records. 

* 

No recruiting of new members except in the 
case of former members who are seeking 
readmission and are found acceptable by 
the district leadership. 

5. Do not park your car near the site of any 

Communist Party meeting. If necessary to 
drive, park some distance away and then walk’ 
or take a bus. 

6 . When going to a Party meeting,take evasive 

action and watch out for a surveillance. 

» 

7. Keep meetings as small as possible. 




% 




Implementation of these instructions includes 
surveillances by trustee Party workers on those members 
whose actions, according to Party standards, are suspicious 
or who are being tested for more important tasks. 

The numerous state conventions to be held in 
January, 1957 * as well as the national convention of 
the Communist Party, scheduled for February 9 to 12, 

1957^ in New York City, have given Party authorities 
numerous headaches in the selection of delegates to 
attend these affairs. One Communist Party district 
observed that if the Party wants any kind of a convention 
made up of members from industrial divisions, it would 
appear that a separate convention, an "underground convention, 
would be necessary in order that the security of the members 
is guaranteed. While this plan has been suggested, there 
is no indication that it has actually been adopted. In 
place thereof, district leaders are cautioning Communist 
Party members to be very careful in the selection of 
delegates to these conventions so as to avoid exposing 
Party members active in industry and trade-unions. 
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Education and ProDacanda Program 


The national educational director of the Communist 
Party, USA, is Max Morris Weiss. The educational program of the 
Party has been carried out under the direction and supervision of 
the national and district educational directors. Educational 
discussions have centered around questions which resulted from 
the Twentieth Congress of the Communist Party, Soviet Union, 
the Negro problem, the reorganization of the Communist Party, USA, 
and the future of the Communist Party, USA. However, the members 
have been urged to continue study of the writings of Marx and to 
attend'meetings of Marxist study clubs sponsored by the Party. 

On November 27, 1956, the trustees of the Jefferson 
School of Social Science, 575 6th Avenue, New York City, announced 
that the Jefferson School of Social Science would close during 
the next month. They claimed that the school was forced to close 
because of persecution by the Government and the resultant 
financial loss. On December 3* 1956, Dr. Howard Selsam, director 
of the Jefferson School of Social Science, formally announced 
the closing of the school. He reviewed the attendance history 
of the school stating that the school had once hit a peak of 
5,000 students and had reached a low of 100 students after it 
had been declared subversive. In answer to a question, he 
replied that the school would be reopened but on a smaller scale. 

The California Labor School, 321 Divisadero Street, 

San Francisco, California, continues as the principal Communist 
Party educational institution on the west coast. Although 
Communist Party leaders at San Francisco, California, have 
expressed concern about the future of the school, a winter term 
has been scheduled for the period of January 17 through March 21, 
1957. No decision has been reached as yet cy the Subversive 
Activities Control Board relative to a petition filed by the 
Attorney General before that Board for an order requiring the 
school to register as a communist organisation. 

* 

New Century Publishers and International Publishers, 
Incorporated, located in New York City, are the leading publishing 
houses of the Communist Party, USA. The Party continues to use 
as a medium of propaganda the following publications which have a 
nationwide distribution: 
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In October,'1956, a draft resolution on trade-union matters 
was sent to all members of the national committee of the Communist Party,, 
Concerning the present influence of the Communist Party in industry, 
this resolution states as follows: 

"As a result of post-war attacks, plus our own errors, the 
Party today does not have the influence among workers it had in past 
years. Today some union leaders vie with each other in expressing 
their opposition to the Party and Communism. Innumerable Constitutional 
provisions bar communists from membership or.from holding office in 
many unions. There is a fear among many workers to knowingLy associate 
with us. . . ." 



"Meanwhile, we join wholeheartedly with labor and all others 
to develop an anti-monopoly coalition as opening the broad avenue of 
social progress for America. In our opinion, it is childish nonsense 
to pretend that this multimillion trade-union movement can be ’captured* 
or ‘dictated to* by us or by any other tendencies, parties or groups 
inside or outside its ranks. The experiences of the workers themselves 
as they live and fight and think deeply about their problems is the 
only way In which they will come to conclusions. Our Party with its 
scientific socialist outlook can help spark this thinking. That Is 
why the workers needed a Communist Party. As part of this, the future 
of the American labor movement will also be shaped by the tremendous 
force for progress that has arisen from within the ranks of labor and 
is sweeping across many lands, for the American trade-union movement 
is part of the labor movement of the world." 
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On November 11, 195&, a meeting of the National Auto Commission 
of the Communist Party was held at Detroit, Michigan. The main report 
urged that the National Auto Commission be maintained as an organizational 
force within the Communist Party. Carl Winter pointed out that it was 
the intention of the national committee of the Communist Party to 
reorganize the National Auto Commission on a more effective basis 0 Winter 
proposed that the National Auto Commission organize itself along the 
lines of a conference which would allow people from the General Motors 
plants to discuss their problems with people from the Ford plants. 

He stated that aircraft workers could likewise meet for mutual discussion 
as could workers in the farm equipment industry. Winter said that 
periodic meetings would then be called with representatives from the 
various industries and plants for a full discussion of problems of 
a mutual interest. Winter elaborated upon his proposal and stated that 
the new National Auto Commission would concern itself mainly with 
broad problems facing the auto workers rather than with administrative 
matters within the local unions. 





Nesrro Question 

Benjamin J. Davis, national committee member, 
is in charge of the over-all Negro "work for the Party on a 
national basis, "while James Jackson, alternate member of the 
national committee, is in charge of the Party 1 s "work in the 
South, 


In recent months the Communist Party has reappraised 
Its policy "with respect to the Negroes in the United States. 
Since 1930 the Party has viewed the Negro people as a separate 
nation and made frequent reference to its policy of self- 
determination of the Negroes in the "black belt," Its 
present policy is not to view the Negro people as a separate 
nation but to be a special part of the United States, 



Also in July, 1956, James Edward Jackson in 
lecturing at the Jefferson School of Social Science stated 
the Negro population no longer was concentrated in the 
South. He also noted that there was a change in the 
psychological attitude of the Negro who sees the Federal 
Government as the source of gains for freedom, Jackson stated 
that for these reasons the Negro no longer has the characteristics 
of a nation and should now be referred to as a "nation-like" 
people or a nationality. He stated that equal rights and 
elimination of oppression is a more realistic goal than that 
of self-determination. 


The Negro question is on the agenda of the forthcoming 
national convention. Ben Davis, James Jackson, Martha Stone, 
George Blakf- -Charney and Betty Gannett have allegedly been 
assigned to* work on the Committee to Deal with Aspects of the 
Negro Question. Davis, Charney, John Gates, Edward Strong, and 
Howard Johnson have been assigned to work on tne Committee nm 
the Document Dealing with the Negro Question. 
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District Organization 

As set out hereinbefore, the activities of the Communist 
Party throughout the country are carried out through district 
organizations. At one time, the Party operated through an organ¬ 
izational structure of thirty-five districts, which number was 
subsequently reduced to thirty. 

Due to various factors during the period 1951 to 1955^ 
such as the prosecutions of many of its top leaders and its extensive 
underground operations, the Party was not able to work strictly 
within this thirty-district structure. There have been some temporary 
revisions in the geographical area of the district organizations, 
particularly in the South, where there is only a small number of 
communists located. The Party no longer refers to the various dis-ric 
by number but refers to them by their geographical areas. 

Indications are that following the national convention, 
changes may be made in the organization of these districts and a 
general realignment may occur. 

Subsequent to the national convention, each district will 
hold a convention to discuss the results of the national convention 
and to elect new district officers. The identities of the principal 
district functionaries, location of district headquarters (if any;, 
and the estimated Communist Party membership in these various district 
are set forth hereinafter under the framework of the thirty district 
organizations which prevailed in the Party for several years. 



39 


J 




t 



(MASSACHUSETTS, 



NEW HAMPSHIRK, RHODE ISLAND) 


Ao PRINCIPAL DISTRICT FUNCTIONARIES 


Michael A. Russo - district organizer 
Sidney Lipshires - executive secretary 

B. LOCATION OF DISTRICT HEADQUARTERS 

Mo formal headquarters are maintained 
Ca ESTIMATED MEMBERSHIP 

'429 




C-eorge Blake Charney - state chairman 
William Norman - executive secretary 

Leon Nelson - organizational secretary 

Dave Rosenberg - assistant organizational secretary 

Morris Gainer - industrial division chairman 
William Albertson - assistant industrial division 

chairman 

Lillian Gates - legislative director 
Sam Coleman - educational director 

Howard n Stretch n Johnson « chairman, Negro commission 
Harold Klein - co-ordinator of Communist Party activities 

in upstate New York 

Bo LOCATION OF DISTRICT HEADQUARTERS 


Sixth floor, Jefferson School of Social Science Building, 
101 West 16th Street, New York City 

C. ESTIMATED MEMBERSHIP 

§,734 










DISTRICT NO. 3 

(EASTERN PENNSYLVANIA, DELAWARE) 

PRINCIPAL DISTRICT FUNCTIONARIES 

Joseph Roberts - organizer 

Joseph Kuzma - organizational secretary 
Thomas Nabried - educational director 

Benjamin Weiss - treasurer 
LOCATION OF DISTRICT HEADQUARTERS 

Suite 700 ? Shubert Buildings 250 South Broad Street 
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania 

ESTIMATED MEMBERSHIP 

457 

DISTRICT NOo 4 

(MARYLAND, DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA) 
PRINCIPAL DISTRICT FUNCTIONARIES 

George A a Meyers - acting chairman 
Irving Kandel - district organizer 

LOCATION OF DISTRICT HEADQUARTERS 

No formal headquarters are maintained 
ESTIMATED MEMBERSHIP 

2S3 
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DISTRICT MO 
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(MINNESOTA, NORTH DAKOTA, SOUTH DAKOTA) 


A. 


PRINCIPAL DISTRICT FUNCTIONARIES 


B 


Martin Mackie 


district chairman and member of 


District Secretariat and Minnesota 



Board 


Carl Ross 


secretary and member of District 


Secretariat and Minnesota State Board 
Clarence S;.arp - msnber, District Secretariat 

Board 



Sam Davis - member, Minnesota 
Robert Kelly - member, Minnesota State Board 
Carroll Perry - member, Minnesota State Board 
Rose Tillotson Renaud - member, Minnesota State Board 


LOCATION OF DISTRICT HEADQUARTERS 


No 


formal headauarters 


are maintained 


C. 


ESTIMATED MEMBERSHIP 


274 
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DISTRICT NO 
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(INDIANA, EXCLUSIVE OF LAKE COUNTY) 


RINCIPAL DISTRICT FUNCTIONAR 
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B. 


raanuel Blum 



Vaud Bennet 
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state or 



izamonai secretary 


LOCATION OF DISTRICT HEADQUARTERS 
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DISTRICT NO. 2 
(FLORIDA) 


PRINCIPAL DISTRICT FUNCTIONARIES 


Clara March 



district organizer 


LOCATION OF DISTRICT HEADQUARTERS 


No formal headquarters are maintained 


ESTIMATED MEMBERSHIP 


4 $ 


DISTRICT NO. 26 
(VIRGINIA) 


PRINCIPAL DISTRICT FUNCTIONARI ES 

Mary Solomon Kalb - district chairman 
Clarence James - district treasurer 

Dave Bennett - member of State Committee 
John Colley - member of State Committee 
Clara Saba - member of State Committee 
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NORTH 



PRINCIPAL DISTRICT FUNCTIONARIES 

Junius Irvine Scales - district organizer and 

Southern Regional organizer (now residing 
in New Xork^City) 

^bert Warren Williams - acting district organizer 


LOCATION 



DISTRICT HEADQUARTERS 




DISTRICT NO., 30 

Isom!? A, IDAHO) 


PRINCIPAL DISTRICT FUNCTIONARIES 


John Cyril Heilman - district organizer 
Peter Paul Piekarski - member. Idaho State 

Communist Party Committee 


LOCATION OF DISTRICT HEADQUARTERS 

This district maintains no official headquarters; 
however, Montana will receive political guidance 
and assistance from the Minnesota Communist Party 

District 
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m A. PRINCIPAL DISTRICT FUNCTIONARIES 
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BW VJilliam Stone and Edna Mav Griffin continue as the 

HH nominal heads of the Communist Party in Iov;a and 
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Hb Nebraska, respectively, although they are inactive 
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H at the present time. 
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TERRITORY OF ALASKA 

0 

From the organizational viewpoint of the Communist 

Party, the Territory of Alaska constitutes a part of 
District N 0 . 12 (State of Washington). There are no 
known Communist Party members in Alaska. No official 
leadership is known to exist and there has been no 
indication of organized Party activity there during 

the period of this summary. 
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